
CAMP ZAMA THROUGH THE YEARSé. 

Rikugun Shikan Gakko 
[1935~1945] 

In 1935 land, consisting mostly of mulberry farms and forest, was selected and purchased for the future 
Rikugun Shikan Gakko ï Imperial Military Academy ï in Kanagawa Prefecture.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In early 1936 construction began primarily by Fujita Construction Company and mostly completed by the 
fall of 1937.   
 
On September 30, 1937, the 50th class cadets marched to Zama from Ichigaya in Tokyo to start their 
training. The billets located on the north side were used mostly by regular cadets, while those on the 
south side accommodated regular junior class and students from foreign countries.     
 
On December 20, 1937, Emperor Hirohito attended the first graduation ceremony for 426 students of the 
50th class. On that day, he named the campus Sobudai.     
 
With the China War theater expanding, enrollees increased each year from Class 51 in 1938 to 1,824  
students by the last class in 1945. Records show that 18,476 cadets were trained at Sobudai and 8,956 
men at the Air Academy in Toyooka, Saitama Prefecture.   
 
In June 1945, as a precaution against intensifying Allied bombings, the entire staff and 3,000 students 
were sent on a long-term bivouac into the mountains of Nagano Prefecture. The Sobudai campus was left 
in care of a small unit of soldiers. On August 15, those in Nagano were informed of Japanôs unconditional 
surrender to the Allies and they disbanded on August 30, 1945. 
 

Senior Japanese Army officers and government officials 
watch the dedication ceremony Oct. 26, 1936, for the new 
military Academy.   

A Shinto priest performs a religious ceremony 
during the new Academyôs dedication        
proceedings.   



Sewer pipes waiting to be laid below ground line an   
area in front of some nearly completed buildings.   

The skeletal framework goes up on one      
Academy building.   

Academy buildings, in various stages of construction, begin to take shape opposite work site buildings.    

With the Academy 
headquarters  
building already in 
place, newly   
planted trees and 
bushes improve the 
landscape where  
work site buildings 
once stood.   


